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  We have had a very active, wonderful summer. Our pro-
grams ! ourished beyond our expectations and our major proj-
ects made full strides forward.

 Our Building Playgrounds and Communities Grant Pro-
gram has been an unbelievable success. This year alone, PFC 
supported 17 playground builds" Throughout the summer vol-
unteers from various communities and corporations came to-
gether to build new playgrounds in communities such as; For-
est Heights, Dover, Coral Springs, Marlborough and King George 
School. It was amazing to see that with a little bit of teamwork 
and a lot of hard work, most playgrounds were built in just two 
days" We can’t wait for next year’s program to take shape and 
thank our anonymous donor for allowing us to continue this 
good work in 2011.

Parks Foundation Calgary CEO Myrna Dubé walks along the Calgary Greenway

Re• ections on a successful and busy summer

 This was the # rst summer of our Horticultural Therapy 
Program, adopted by PFC as a means of making our parks more 
inclusive of everyone in society. Our focus is on providing new 
opportunities for growing and nurturing through horticulture 
for persons that are disadvantaged in our community. It was 
wonderful to get to know all the participants and volunteers 
and we look forward to seeing them again next summer.  

 Construction continued throughout the summer on the 
Harvie Passage Weir. Those of you who travelled past the weir 
on Deerfoot Trail could no doubt see that the site was busy"
I am pleased to say that construction is on time and roughly 80% 

complete. We will be excited to open the weir to the public 
next fall providing safety testing is successful. 
 
 Situated by the weir is River Passage Park. This sum-
mer saw further development to designs for the Overlook 
area at Pearce Estate Park and the Knoll area across the 
river. In partnership with City of Calgary Public Art, we se-
cured funding from the Government of Canada’s EcoAction 
Grant Community Funding Program and created a valued 
partnership with the Inglewood Community. We await next 
year when construction on these two iconic projects will 
begin.

 The progress of Phase I – East Calgary Greenway 
(from Airport Trail NE to 17th Avenue SE) this summer has 
been phenomenal. Nearly 12 km of pathway has been 
paved. The seating areas along this section of the Greenway 
and the Wetland Park at the end of 32 Avenue NE are being 
constructed in the next few weeks. Parks Foundation Cal-
gary has heard great things from residences in the adjacent 
communities of Saddleridge, Coral Springs, Monterey Park 
and Applewood. They are excited to be using the Greenway 
for healthy living, recreational opportunities and to have 
access to various wildlife and plant life right from their own 
backyard. 
 
 Throughout the month of September, the Calgary 
Greenway received a lot of good press in the Calgary Her-
ald and various other media outlets. We had some big news 
to announce;  Parks Foundation Calgary board member and 
Chairman of FirstEnergy Capital Corp. Jim Davidson took on 
the role of Chairman of the Greenway Capital Campaign. 
With Jim’s leadership, we hope to raise the # rst $24 million 
of the $50 million Greenway project.   

 As the summer comes to an end and the leaves begin 
to fall off the trees, Parks Foundation Calgary is continuing 
to move forward through our programs and projects. There 
is never a dull moment here and we invite you to become a 
part of what we do" Please enjoy learning more about these 
programs and projects in the pages that follow.

Wishing all our friends and partners a happy fall season,

Myrna Dubé
CEO, Parks Foundation Calgary
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    The Coral Springs Community had a grand opening 
for their new playground on Coral Springs Blvd. Thanks to all 
the partners from Parks Foundation Calgary, City of Calgary 
Parks, Alberta Lotteries (CFEP), B & G Recreation (Henderson 
Equipment) and the Coral Springs Community Association this 
new playground is a huge success for the children and families 
in the area. Devon Canada and Nexen volunteers helped as-
sembled the equipment.  

Parks Foundation Calgary winds down its summer of playground builds

  Building Playgrounds and Communites Program had a 
very busy and exciting summer! At times it felt like a new 
playground was being built weekly! Each build was the result 
of the hard work and dedication of our volunteers and donors. 

 One playground in particular shone as an example of 
the power of volunteerism. On August 21st, in just one day, 
over 120 volunteers built a new playground in Forest Heights. 
They also planted " owerbeds, painted a mural and assembled 
picnic tables. Partners included Parks Foundation Calgary, City 
of Calgary Parks, Foresters, KaBoom, and the Forest Heights 
Community Association. The volunteers were members from 
the community, local service groups, youth volunteers and 
Foresters. This playground was funded by Foresters, Parks 
Foundation Calgary and the Forest Heights Community Asso-
ciation with in kind support from City of Calgary Parks.  

Volunteers celebrate a successful playground build

Volunteers work together on mural

Completed Forest Heights park and playground

 New playgrounds were also completed at McKenzie 
Towne School, King George School, Louis Riel School and the 
Saddle Ridge community at the end of September. Many thanks 
to all the volunteers from community and school groups, Unit-
ed Way of Calgary and Area, Devon, Spartan Controls and mul-
tiple donors for their contribution and support.

  Three new playgrounds are being built this month at 
Panorama Elementary School, and in the Forest Heights and 
West Hillhurst Communities. This will be the # nish of play-
ground projects for this year. In total Parks Foundation Cal-
gary has supported 17 new playgrounds in 2010, given out 
over 25 grants since June 2009 and are planning for 2011. 

 Contact us today for more information on how you 
can help support the Building Playgrounds and Communties 
Program.

Devon and Nexen Volunteers work on playground 

Finished Coral Springs Playground
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East Calgary Greenway construction continues
  Throughout the summer months, the East Calgary Greenway neared completion as the pathway in the north and south 
sections were paved. There are only two locations along the Greenway that are not complete. The two areas are adjacent to the 
newly developed community of Taralake (due to construction of houses) and at the railway crossing close to Memorial Drive SE.  
Parks Foundation Calgary is working to complete these two locations in the very near future. The Greenway is being well utilized 
by all the adjacent community residences wanting to discover the newest pathway and green space in our city.  Residences from 
adjacent communities such as Saddleridge and Coral Springs are very excited to have this amenity in the north east for health, 
wellness and recreational opportunities. 

 The best way to access the East Calgary Greenway is to park at the small strip mall on the corner of 16th Avenue and 
68th Street NE. The closest park area to the Greenway is by Scotiabank, the most southern part of the parking lot. You should be 
able to see the pathway from here. We are hoping that the weather stays cooperative so our directional signage can be installed 
to make the Greenway entrances more noticeable.  From this location you can continuously bike, walk, or run from 16th Avenue 
to McKnight Blvd NE, approximately 4.5 KM one way. Parks Foundation Calgary is absolutely thrilled with all the Calgarians that 
have been using the East Calgary Greenway. 

The Calgary Greenway Capital Campaign  

A cyclist commutes along the completed East Calgary Greenway 

  Parks Foundation Calgary is happy to have announced 
this summer that Chairman and CEO of FirstEnergy Capital 
Corp. and PFC board member Jim Davidson is leading our Gre-
enway Capital Campaign. Jim is committed to fundraising the 
! rst leg of the campaign which is an estimated $24 million.

 Over the past few months Jim Davidson and Myrna 
Dubé have been meeting and conducting several presenta-
tions with various corporations, communities and private 
donors who have shown an interest in the largest and most 
iconic Calgary park project to date. Feedback from these pre-
sentations has been overwhelmingly positive and af! rm our 
belief that this project will enrich the lives of Calgarians for 
generations to come. 

 There are so many reasons for people to support the 
Calgary Greenway. The Calgary Greenway will be one of a 
kind. It will feature the widest pathway in the city, it will be 
the longest continuous pathway of its kind, and it will link up 
to more than 40 communities and parks across Calgary’s four 
quadrants and include several destinations such as mini parks 
and off-leash dog parks. It will bene! t our environment and 
positively affect Calgarian’s health and wellness.  

 

Jim Davidson, Chairman and CEO of FirstEnergy Capital 
Corp. and PFC Board Member will chair the Calgary 
Greenway Campaign

  There are several donor recognition opportunities 
along Phase I – East Calgary Greenway. These opportunities 
include the naming of pathway segments, rest nodes and mini 
parks. An in-depth information guide has been prepared for 
those interested in learning more about the Greenway and it’s 
sponsorship opportunities. 

 We invite you to join us and become a part of this 
iconic project by contacting us today. 
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 We thank all of the people that made this summer 
such a success for us including our supporters, community 
partners, participants, volunteers and staff. Without their 
dedication and commitment to making Calgary parks more 
inclusive the program would not have been possible. We 
look forward to another growing season next spring and the 
opportunity to continuing greening our community!

  As the sun sets on our " rst year of the Horticultural 
Therapy Program, we re# ect on the amazing growth we wit-
nessed. Parks Foundation Calgary expanded the program by 
offering four programs at two locations. A total of 31 partici-
pants grew their gardens while enhancing their well-being. 
And the program grew a sense of community by engaging 
volunteers and capturing the attention of passers-by. Visi-
tors to the parks often stopped to examine the gardens and 
enjoy the different textures, colours, and smells of the ed-
ible plants, # owers and herbs.

HTP celebrates the end of its ! rst season

Are you an amateur athlete? Are you on a team or 
part of an athletic group that needs funding? 
Contact us today and " nd out we can help.

Parks Foundation Calgary’s Amateur Sport 
Grant Program

The Amateur Sport Grant Program is made possible by the support of 
the Calgary Flames Hockey Club and the Saddledome Foundation

Harvie Passage construction near completion 
as winter draws near

 
The Harvie Passage Weir Reconstruction Project had a highly suc-
cessful summer of construction. To date, nearly 80% of the proj-
ect is complete! All drops on the High Water Channel are com-
pleted and the Low Water Channel is 90% complete.

 As you drive along Deerfoot Trail you will no doubt notice 
that a large portion of the river is currently blocked off. This 
is because work is currently being done on the most important 
element of the project; the weir itself. When completed, the 
drowning hazard that has claimed the lives of several Calgarians 
will once and for all be removed. 

 Construction crews will continue to work in the river until 
freeze. In the spring, the project will conclude with the building 
of the island which will separate the two different sets of rapids. 
Once completed, major testing will be done to ensure that Harvie 
Passage is safe and ready to be opened to the public. Until that 
time, we urge all to stay away from the construction site and 
the river. The anticipated completion date for the Harvie Passage 
Weir is the Fall of 2011.  


