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Phase 1 of the Calgary Greenway opens with a tweet

On Thursday, July 14th, Parks Foundation Calgary, 
all levels of government, donors and supporters came out 
to the 32nd Avenue Northeast wetland to celebrate the 
opening of Phase 1 of the Calgary Greenway. Mayor Na-
heed Nenshi, PFC CEO Myrna Dube, Greenway Chair Jim 
Davidson, MLA Manmeet Bhullar and MP for Calgary North-
east Devinder Shory rode along the completed pathway 
to the wetlands on the Heart and Stroke Big Bike, while 
the sounds of the Johnny Thorson Trio serenaded them in. 
The speeches were heartfelt, the crowd was happy and 
the weather was perfect. 

 We, at Parks Foundation Calgary, could not have 
been any prouder to hear the many thanks from the com-
munity who now enjoy this fantastic amenity right at 
their doorstep. We wish to thank all of our supporters 
who came out and made the day so special.

Manmeet Bhullar, Jim Davidson, Myrna Dube and Mayor Naheed Nenshi send out tweets 
to of! cially open Phase 1 of the Calgary Greenway. Those in the crowd also picked up their 
smartphones to send out messages celebrating the Greenway.

Members of the Skinner family were present 
to celebrate the Bob Skinner Pathway along 
the Calgary Greenway. The pathway is named 
after their beloved son, an avid pathway and 
outdoor enthusiast.

Members of the Skinner family were presentMem ARC Resources was on hand to celebrate the 
ARC Resources Interpretive Wetlands, made 
possible by their generous support. 

The Calgary Greenway would not be possible without the support of private, 
corporate and government supporters. 

“I have been using the Greenway since it opened. I walk it, ride it and love it! Thank you for one of 
my favorite places in Calgary. I congratulate everyone who made this space a reality - Elaini Kyle



      

You might have noticed a new playground in your 
neighborhood...
 After all the rain Calgary endured in June, Parks 
Foundation Calgary was still able to install 11 out of 22 play-
grounds that will be built under the Building Playgrounds 
and Communities (BPC) Grant Program. The majority of the 
playgrounds that received funds from BPC were in areas of 
high need. All of the existing playgrounds we helped replace 
were either at the end of their life cycle, no longer had any 
play value or were no longer Canadian Standards Association 
(CSA) approved. 

 Throughout the playground builds, it was great to 
see communities working with various corporate volunteer 
groups. Many children stopped by the construction site to 
thank the volunteers and Parks Foundation Calgary for the 
new playground being built. As a result of our playground 
builds, many of the neighbours have decided to personally 
look after their community’s playground through the City’s 
“Adopt-a-Park” programme. Parks Foundation Calgary is not 
only building playgrounds, but also enhancing the communi-
ties that we live in. Our playground areas will provide free 
recreational opportunities for children and their families 
and are places where friendships can grow and • ourish. 

 Parks Foundation Calgary would like to thank all cor-
porate donors, community associations and volunteer groups 
that helped us kick start another successful year for our BPC 
Grant Program. 

Below is a list of the playgrounds that have been built in 
2011 to date along with their major donors. 

• Rainbow Park – Radcliffe Cres SE
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor, Board-
walk Charitable Trust, Boardwalk Rental Communities,  

BOWEN Workforce Solutions and the Albert Park Community 
Association

• Skate Shack Park – 26 St and 12 Ave SE
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor, ATB Fi-
nancial and Agrium  

• Calgary Marlborough – Maryvale Cres NE
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor, Riddell 
Family Charitable Foundation, Foresters, and the Calgary 
Marlborough Community Association  

• Martindale – 4 Sites: Martinwood Mews, Martingrove Rd, 
Martinridge Grove and Martinglen Way
Donors – Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor, TELUS 
and the Martindale Community Association

• Winston Heights – 7 St and 22 Ave NE
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor. A Com-
munity led project

• Old Coach Hill – Patterson Blvd SW
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor. A Com-
munity led project

• Altadore School - 4506 16 St SW
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor. A 
School led project

• Windsor Park - 5403 6th St SW
Donors: Parks Foundation Calgary, Anonymous Donor. A Com-
munity led project

Construction of Marlborough’s new playground along Maryvale Cresent NE Completed playground along Maryvale Cresent NE



Calgary celebrates its 1000th dedication bench

The Cascade Swim Club received an Amateur Sport Grant to purchase 
VASA trainers for their athletes. Here is a shot of the trainers and swim-
mers in action! 

If you have received a grant and want your organization’s picture in our 
newsletter, send them in today. For more information on how to apply 
for an Amateur Sport Grant, visit www.parksfdn.com

Amateur Sport Grant Program in action!

 This summer, PFC celebrated its 1000th bench 
placed in Calgary’s parks and  along its pathways. The article 
featured below is written by a Calgarian who bought a bench 
this summer through the program. Her words illustrate just 
how meaningful these benches can be.

 The City of Calgary has a wonderful cornucopia of 
parks and green spaces with extensive pathways through-
out. In all of these areas you will notice dedicated park 
benches placed along or near the pathways. 

 A park bench through Parks Foundation Calgary be-
came a natural choice as a memorial to our parents, Nor-
man and Brenda Lawrence. A tribute to them that is lasting 
and meaningful for the family.

 We wanted the bench to be in an area that was fa-
miliar to our parents and where they actually walked. The 
area we chose for the bench is in Egert’s Park in Northwest 
Calgary.  It is near the family home where our parents and 
their • ve children resided for over • fty years.

 On June 19th we had a family gathering at the 
bench site. We held a rose ceremony and a group family 
photograph was taken. The actual date was important to us 
as it was Father’s Day, and by chance it would have been our 
mother’s birthday. 

 Our contact Catherine with the Bench Dedication 
Program helped us choose the site and, guided us through 
the complete order process right up to the • nal installation 
of our bench.  The professional yet personal approach to our 
needs was appreciated.  It has been a pleasure to be associ-
ated with Parks Foundation Calgary.

Thank you from all the Lawrence Family.

Mrs. Carol A. Hern

The Hern family in front of the bench they purchased in memory of their 
parents in Egert’s Park.

Harvie Passage 
Update

Harvie Passage is not yet open to the public. A 
series of safety and hydraulic testing must be 
completed. This testing needs to be done at 
different water levels throughout the season.
Subsequent to testing, a safety signage and 
public information program will be rolled out.  

We and our partners expect that Harvie Pas-
sage will be open to the public in 2012, our 
original anticipated completion date.

For more information visit www.parksfdn.com



      

Participants come together to create a medicine 
wheel at Parks Foundation Calgary

 In gardening, as in life, there is a 
circle of life. The cyclical element to na-
ture, and to life, is mirrored in the medi-
cine wheel. Historically, the Aboringinal 
rock formation was usually made of stones 
in the form of a circle. Its uses were to tell 
time, for spiritual purposes, and as a gath-
ering place for the community. 

Albert Park - Skate Shack
Albert Park - Rainbow Park
Alberta Biathlon Club
Bowness Memorial Monument 
Calgary Community Bridge League 
Calgary Foothills Soccer Club 
Calgary Greenway 
Calgary Soccer Federation Fields for Life
Centennial Areans Expansion 
Coral Springs Blvd Playground
Coach Hill Patterson Hts Playground
Coventry Hills Elementary School Playground
Christie Playground
Dalhousie Community Centre Playground
Deerfoot Athletic Park
Deer Run Elementary Playground
Ecole Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix
Elboya Playground
Hillhurst School Playground
Horticultural Therapy
Kelvin Grove Playground 

Langevin School Playground
Marlborough - Maryvale Cr. Playground
Martindale Plagrounds 
Menno Simons Peace Park
Monsignor Doyle Elementary School Playground
McKenzie Lake Train Park 
Nosehill Park Education Programs 
Oakside Circle Park
Prairie Winds Park
Riverbend Playgrounds
River Passage Park
Royal Oak School Playground
Saddle Ridge Playground
Saddle Ridge - Tri Community Playground 
Spruce Cliff Playground
Stockton Street Park Enhancements
St. Bernadette School Playground
Vista Heights Playground
Windsor Park Community Association Playground
Winston Heights Mountview Playground

PFC in the community...
Many community projects are run through our Project Gift Administration Granting Program. Here are some of the projects 
happening in your community. Contact us today to donate to any of these worthwhile projects.

 Parks Foundation Calgary’s Horti-
cultural Therapy Program (HTP) designed 
its own medicine wheel to honour nature 
and the young Aboriginal teenagers from 
the Stardale Foundation, a partner with the 
HTP program. Our medicine wheel consists 
of four quadrants in four colours of edible 
! owers; red for children, yellow for youth, 
white for adults and blue for elder partici-
pants. Victoria Crowchild, an elder from the 
Tsuu T’ina Nation Reserve and daughter of 
David Crowchild, came to bless the wheel 
and shared the history of the Aboriginal 
people and their culture. 

 It was a memorable day here at 
PFC. As the ! owers in our medicine wheel 
bloom and are nutured by our participants, 
we will be reminded of the importance of 
this little but powerful program. 

Also in the news

• Construction on River Pas-
sage Park/ The Knoll will 
soon begin with a volun-
teer tree planting sched-
uled for September 21st, 
2011 - Canada’s National 
Tree Day!

• The BPC program continues 
to build playgrounds and 
will be have roughly 22 
completed by the end of 
September!

• Design development of 
Phase 2 of the Calgary Gre-
enway is well underway

• Restoration of Haultain 
School House, home to 
PFC, continues with new 
historically accurate win-
dows being installed.

• Benches are now being 
sold in a number of new 
locations including the 
Calgary Greenway!

Victoria Crowchild and Mary Anne Robeson during 
blessing

The newly planted medicine wheel in Haultain Park
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