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2011, A YEAR TO CELEBRATE!
Dear Friends:

 The holiday season is a wonderful time for us 
to acknowledge the partners and volunteers who work 
with us and make our jobs a pleasure all year round. 
Our initiatives would not be possible without your con-
tinued support.

What a year 2011 has been. We opened the fi rst phase 
of the Calgary Greenway, completed construction of 
the Harvie Passage weir and facilitated the develop-
ment of 22 new playgrounds through our Building Play-
grounds and Communities Grant Program. 

All our efforts were in concert with our key business 
partner, the City of Calgary. We sincerely thank them 
and also the Government of Canada, the Province of Al-
berta, and our many corporate and private donors who 
have contributed so much to this year’s success.

We extend our appreciation to our volunteer Board of 
Governors, Committees and Advisory Council and our 
wonderful staff for their hard work, dedication and un-
ending support.

It is our pleasure to take this opportunity to say thank 
you and send our best wishes to you and your families. 
May your holiday season and the New Year be fi lled with 
much joy, happiness and success. 

We hope you will join us on December 8th to share 
some holiday cheer.

We look forward with excitement to 2012 and our con-
tinued association with all of you.

Sincerely,

Mark Terrill, Chairman

Myrna Dubé, CEO 

Join Us in 

Celebrating the 

Holidays!

Happy holidays from Parks Foundation Calgary

Please join us in celebrating the holiday season!

Thursday, December 8, 2011
4:00-6:00 PM

Parks Foundation Calgary, 225 13 Avenue SW
Appetizers and refreshments will be served

RSVP
info@parksfdn.com 

(403) 974-0751



      

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY IN
MANY LASTING WAYS...

The Calgary Greenway
Phase 1 of the Calgary Greenway was unveiled in July 
2011 with all levels of government, supporters and 
community members present. Phase 1 includes an off-
leash dog park, two unique playgrounds and 13 km 
of wide pathway featuring rest stops and directional 
signage. Phase 2 will be in Calgary’s southeast and of-
fer this new and growing area of the city interpre-
tive wetland developments, a family fi tness park and 
more! The Calgary Greenway offers Calgarians a new 
and free way of connecting with other communities.  

Harvie Passage Weir
2011 saw the in-river completion of Harvie Passage 
Weir. Named after philanthropist Don Harvie, the proj-
ect has reconstructed the weir for safe passage of fi sh 
and emergency safety vehicles. It also offers kayakers 
and river enthusiasts a new place to play in the heart 
of Calgary. It will be iconic, loved and well-used. Harvie 
Passage was named one of Canada’s 2011 top public 
spaces by Spaces magazine. A formal celebration for 
the project is slated for 2012.

It has been two years since our Building Playgrounds 
and Communities Program began. Since then, we 
have built 46 playgrounds throughout every quadrant 
of our city. Through our program, communities  re-
ceive grant funding and guidance through their own 
fundraising efforts. Communities also take an active 
role in choosing the playground they want to see in 
their neighborhoods. The City of Calgary provides in-
kind support as well. The BPC program helps foster 
volunteerism, community pride, and helps give chil-
dren new places to play, learn and grow.

Building Playgrounds and Communities

The ARC Resources Interpretive Wetland in Phase 1 of the Calgary Greenway

Kayakers and safety vessels conduct a series of tests at Harvie Passage

Kiwanis and Penn West Exploration build a new playground in Vista Heights

 “I would like to visit all the new playgrounds. It is such a worthwhile thing you do, 

Parks Foundation Calgary!!” - PFC facebook Fan



Horticultural Therapy Program
Some programs, though small in size, enrich the lives 
of those they serve in huge ways.  Through partnerships 
with several wonderful Calgary organizations, our HTP 
program brought together over 88 participants of di-
verse backgrounds, ages and abilities in 2011. With 
the help of 39 dedicated volunteers, our participants 
cared for gardens at Haultain Park and Calgary Rotary 
Challenger Park. Together, they formed new friend-
ships, learned gardening techniques and shared their 
harvest with the Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank.  

HTP participants harvest vegetables in Haultain Park

River Passage Park
River Passage Park, located along both sides of the 
Bow River at Harvie Passage, will heighten people’s 
experience of the river as an agent of change, en-
hance the riverbank’s ecological systems, reference 
the river’s historic terraces, and illuminate the water-
shed’s varied landscapes. It will offer visitors a space 
to meet, rest and watch the river. Construction is set 
to begin in 2012. PFC and its partners are planning 
several exciting events to take place in the commu-
nity of Inglewood throughout the construction process 
to celebrate their historic relationship with the river.

Amateur Sport Grant Program
The Amateur Sport Grant Program (AMSP) has award-
ed over $8.7 million since its inception. This year, 
we gave over $450,000 to a variety of sport groups 
throughout the city including The Calgary Soccer Fed-
eration, Calgary Boxing Club and the Alberta Luge As-
sociation. Through our grants, recipients are able to 
ensure that their athletes have the equipment and 
facilities needed to reach excellence. Our grants help 
local athletes train for competition and for Calgary 
clubs to host competitions as well, like the Calgary 
Track Council which hosted the National Track Cham-
pionships this year.

Competitors jump over hurdles purchased by the Calgary Track Council with an 
AMSP Grant

Concept Drawing by Lorna Jordan, Bow Passage Overlook ©2011 Lorna Jordan

In 2011, Parks Foundation Calgary’s major projects and core programs positively affected the lives of 
Calgarians from all quadrants of our city. From large scale projects like the Calgary Greenway to smaller 
individual focused programs like the Horticultural Therapy Program, PFC is serving our city in a variety 
of meaningful ways.
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In 2011, over 60 benches were sponsored through 
our Bench Dedication Program. Families, friends and 
communities were given the opportunity to sponsor a 
bench in an available location of their choice. Bench-
es this year were sponsored for a variety of reasons 
including paying tribute to parents who have passed, 
romantic proclamations of love and even remember-
ing a beloved furry friend. Our benches offer quiet 
areas to rest, watch the world go by and pay tribute 
to a loved one. 

Bench Dedication Program

The Lawrence family sponsored a bench in memory of their parents

Our Project Gift Administration Grant Program has 
allowed hundreds of communities all over Calgary 
to  successfully complete projects ranging from play-
grounds to memorials by providing free administra-
tion services and assistance in securing grants. We 
issue tax receipts for contributions raised by commu-
nities, pay invoices for their project costs, and pro-
vide them with a complete set of fi nancial reports. 
We work with community groups to realize their 
dreams for their neighborhood. In 2011, we helped 
over 40 private citizen groups through this program.

Project Gift Administration Program

ATB Financial volunteers build a new playground in Albert Park/Radisson Heights 


